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Abstract. This study aims at re-studying and re-evaluating the published archaeological
results of the survey conducted by Nelson Glueck during the thirties of the twentieth century
in Edom, south Levant. He stated that several surveyed sites served as “Edomite Border
Fortresses”. The date and function of these sites remain controversial among scholars.
Archaeological excavations at some of these sites have shown disagreement with what Glueck
claimed. For example, at Tweilan, the excavator deducted that there was no evidence of
Edomite occupation earlier than the eighth century B.C. In addition, recent archaeological
surveys and excavations pointed to different dates and functions than those assigned by
Glueck. This study focuses on the spatial distribution of archaeological sites, the historical
frame of the Edomite and the economic and ecological factors. The results of this study are
based on archaeological surveys and re-evaluation of published archaeological reports.
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